
Seneca Valley School District 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 

May, 2018 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

As part of the Seneca Valley School District’s continuing efforts to strengthen and reinforce curricular 

objectives, a prerequisite reading assignment is now required for students entering advanced English 7.  

This program has been implemented at the Grade 7 level and will follow your child through high school 

as a criterion for advanced/honors English placement. 
 

Please fill out and sign the attached “Student/Parent Agreement Form for Advanced English 7 

Prerequisite Program.”  This needs to be returned to your child’s teacher by Friday, May 25, 2018.  If 

you do not return the form, it will be assumed that you no longer wish for your child to be in the 

Advanced English course. 
 

In 7th grade, students are required to read and complete the study guide for the novel The False Prince by 

Jennifer Nielsen. During the first few weeks of school, students in Advanced English will be tested on 

this book. In addition to the novel assignment, students will be tested on the attached literary and 

figurative language terminology.  
 

The terminology test is a fill-in-the blank assessment of terms; definitions will be provided. The novel is 

a forty question multiple choice test that assesses both a student’s comprehension skills and analytical 

ability.  These tests will be given in two parts on two separate days. The scores earned on the tests will be 

reflected in the first grading period with no exception. 7th grade English teachers advocate the purchase 

of the novel as it may be used as a unit of literary study by some.  
 

A summary of the book selection can be found online. Copies of handouts and information regarding 

the summer reading assignment will also be provided in the SITE SHORTCUTS under 7th Grade 

Advanced English Summer Assignment.   
 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Mr. Robert Ceh      Mr. Robert Raso  

Building Principal     Assistant Building Principal 
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Mr. Robert Raso 
Assistant Principal 

 

Mr. Larry Wendereusz 
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STUDENT/PARENT AGREEMENT FORM FOR ADVANCED ENGLISH 7 PREREQUISITE PROGRAM 
 
             Please return this signed agreement to your child’s current teacher by Friday, May 25, 2018, 
or it will be assumed that you no longer wish for your child to be in the Advanced English course.  
 

We have read and understand the requirements for enrollment into Advanced 
English 7 for the 2018-2019 school year. We agree that the student listed below will fulfill 
the reading requirements, and we understand that both a terminology and a novel test 
will be administered within the first few weeks of the school year. The scores from these 
tests will be reflected in the first grading period with no exception. 

 
 
 

__________________________________             _____________________________________ 
Signature of student     Signature of parent/guardian 

  
               _____________________________________ 
        Parent/guardian phone number 
 
               _____________________________________ 
        Parent/guardian email address 
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Name: __________________________ 
 

 

SVMS Advanced English 7 Summer Reading Assignment Directions 
 

2018-2019  

 

There will be two tests for all incoming advanced English students during the first few weeks of school. The first test 
is a fill-in-the-blank literary and figurative definitions test. The definitions will be provided, but the student must 
write the correct word next to its definition.  A word bank will not be provided, and the test must be completed 
within the 42-minute time frame.   

The second test is a novel assessment that requires both comprehension skills and literary and figurative analysis 
skills; students will apply the terminology from the first test on the novel test.  This test is approximately 40 multiple 
choice questions which must be completed within the 42-minute time frame.  

 

Literary and Figurative Terminology Test 

Directions: 

1. Create flashcards, practice tests, or a Quizlet (www.quizlet.com) to study the terms provided on the 
handout. These terms should be familiar to students, and they are the backbone of this course.  

 

Novel Test 

Directions:  

1. Read The False Prince by Jennifer Nielsen  

(Book can be purchased online or at the Cranberry Barnes and Nobles; reviews and summary can be found 
online.)   

2. Complete the attached study guide for the book.  
• FOLLOW THE DIRECTIONS ON THE STUDY GUIDE! 
• When filling out the plot mountain, just bullet the major events that occur in the rising action, and 

provide a brief overview of the other sections.  There may not be a falling action or denouement 
present; if this is the case, please write N/A in that section. You may use another piece of paper if you 
run out of room.   

 
3. Bring the completed study guide on the first day of school.  If you chose to type your answers, make sure to 

bring in a hard copy of your responses. 
 

4. Use the novel and the study guide to prepare for the novel test.  
 

5. In the past, students have found it helpful to create study groups over the summer; however, this is not a 
requirement.  
 

All directions and handouts can be found on the SVMS Website Shortcuts. 



Name: __________________________ 
 

 

Literary and Figurative Terms 
 

 

Major Characters: Major characters include the protagonist, the antagonist, and other characters that have a large 
role in the story.  

• Protagonist (AKA: main/central character/leading) The most important character in a story, poem, or play. The 
action of the story revolves around the protagonist.  

• Antagonist: The character or force that opposes the protagonist.  
 

Minor Characters: Characters who take place in the action but are not the focus of attention; they have a small role.  
 

Static Characters: Characters who do not go through a change through the course of a story  
 

Dynamic Characters: Characters who go through a change during the course of the story due to events in plot  
 

Symbolism: anything that stands for or represents something else. A symbol may be a person, place, thing, or action. It 
may stand for an idea, belief, feeling, or attitude.  
 

Mood: the feeling the author creates for the reader; mood can change throughout a story based on the events in plot. 
Mood can also be created in music and movies.  
 

Tone: creates mood; the author’s attitude toward setting, characters, or action/plot in a story. It can also be used in 
music and film.  
 

Dialogue: A conversation between characters; dialogue is set off by commas.  
 

Flashback: a section of a literary work that interrupts the sequence of events to relate an event from an earlier time  
 

Foreshadowing: the use of clues early in a story to give hints about events that will happen in the future.  
 

Theme: The central message or lesson that an author conveys in a piece of literature. Sometimes the theme is obvious, 
while other times the reader must think carefully about a work in order to identify theme. Theme is not the same as 
main idea!  
 

Setting: time and place of the action  
 

Main Idea/Central Idea: The overall idea about a passage or text (plot summary). The main idea is closely related to the 
TOPIC of a passage and may sometimes be stated in a topic sentence, especially in shorter passages or paragraphs.  
 

Character Perspective: Viewpoint of characters in the story. How characters in a story view the occurrences in a story  
 

Irony: Literary techniques that involve surprising, interesting, or amusing contradictions  
 

Characterization: The way in which an author reveals the traits of characters to his audience.  
 

• Direct Characterization: The author directly states the character’s traits or characteristics.  
• Indirect Characterization: A method of characterization that requires the reader to infer facts about a character’s 

traits. The acronym STEAL is used to list the types of indirect characterization. 
o Speech: What does the character say? How does the character speak?  
o Thoughts: What is revealed through the character’s private thoughts and feelings?  
o Effect the character has on others: What is revealed through the character’s effect on other people? How do 

other characters feel or behave in reaction to the character?  
o Actions: What does the character do? How does the character behave?  
o Looks: What does the character look like? How does the character dress? 

 
Conflict-the single most important element of a short story; a struggle between conflicting forces; every story has a 
central conflict; it shows up in the inciting incident of plot mountain.  Stories can also have side conflicts.  
• Central Conflict: the main conflict between the protagonist and antagonist.  
• Internal Conflict: struggles that occur within the mind of a character (one of two categories)  



• External Conflict: struggles that come from an outside source (one of two categories)  
• Six Major Types of Conflict  

o (Internal)Character vs. Self: A conflict in which the main character is at odds with an internal problem, such as 
fear, shyness, or guilt.  

o (External) Character vs. Character — A conflict in which the main character has a problem with another 
character. 

o (External) Character vs. Nature — A conflict in which the main character must struggle against a harsh 
environmental or natural disaster. 

o (External) Character vs. Society — A conflict in which the main character faces a problem with a part or the 
whole of society (e.g., government, tradition, laws).  

o (External) Character vs. Fate — A conflict in which the main character struggles with a force that seems 
beyond the character’s control  

o (External) Character vs. Supernatural- A conflict in which the main character struggles with a force that is not 
of the human world.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Figurative Language and Poetry Terminology 
 

Figurative Language: writing or speech that is not meant to be taken literally, but it has an intended meaning behind it. 
Writers use figurative language to state ideas in vivid and imaginative ways.  

• simile: indirect comparison that equates two unlike objects (like or as)  
• metaphor: a direct comparison that equates two unlike objects (indicates that one thing is another)  
• personification: when inanimate (lifeless) objects are given human qualities or abilities  
• hyperbole: an over exaggeration that should not be taken literally 
• alliteration: the repetition of initial consonant sounds 
• onomatopoeia: the use of words that imitate sound  
• sensory imagery: words or phrases that appeal to the senses and conjure up mental images; especially used in 

setting and character development  
• allusion: a reference to a well-known person, place, literary work, or work of art. For example: Your idea is 

going to sink like the Titanic when your mom finds out what you have planned.  
• repetition: the use, more than once, of any element of language  
• rhyme: the repetition of sounds at the end of words  
• rhyme scheme: regular pattern or rhyming words in a poem (example: a, a, b, b)  

Point of View: The view point of the story’s narrator. Stories can be told from several points of view.  
• First Person Point of View: The narrator is a character in the story who can reveal only personal thoughts and 

feelings and what he or she sees and is told by other characters. She/he can’t tell us thoughts of other 
characters.  

• Third-Person Limited: The narrator is an outsider who sees into the mind of one of the characters.  
• Third Person Omniscient: The narrator is an all-knowing outsider who can enter the minds of more than one 

character.  
• Third Person Objective: The third-person objective employs a narrator who tells a story without describing any 

character's thoughts, opinions, or feelings; instead, it gives an objective, unbiased point of view.  
 
Plot: the sequence of events a story follows  
• Exposition: The exposition is the first part of a story. It introduces the setting, characters, and the basic situation  
• Inciting Incident: The inciting incident is the point in the story when the central conflict of the story is revealed. 

This is where and when the reader will discover the main struggle (central conflict) in the story.  
• Rising Action (Development): The rising action is the part of the story where the conflict increases or becomes 

more complicated to resolve.  
• Climax: The climax is the point of the story that is the most interesting or suspenseful. The conflict is being 

directly addressed.  
• Falling Action: The falling action is the gradual subsiding of action after the climax. It may or may not be present.  
• Resolution: The resolution is the part of the story when the conflict is solved.  
• Denouement: The denouement is any action or events that take place after the central conflict has been 

resolved.  Sometimes the denouement is not present. 



Name: __________________________ 
 
 

 

The False Prince Study Guide 
 

 

Literary Analysis Questions 
Directions:  

• Answer the following questions on another piece of paper. 
• Use the literary and figurative terminology paper as a guide. 
• Please provide detailed evidence when the questions necessitate.  
•  If a student does not complete this assignment, he/she will not be permitted to participate in the discussions. 

 
1. Who is the protagonist in the story? Who or what is the antagonist?  

 
2. Name another major character in the story.  
 
3. What is the central conflict faced by the protagonist? How did you determine this answer?  

 
4. How does the death of Latamer help to advance the plot? 
 
5. What is the significance of Sage narrating the story as opposed to Jaron narrating the story? 
 
6. People, objects, and actions can all be symbolic.  Find a symbol of deception in the story. Explain why this symbol 

represents deception.     
 
7. Name a theme that can be developed through the symbol in question six.  Cite an example from the text (include 

page numbers) to support the theme.  
 
8. Which specific literary element best reflects the title of the novel The False Prince (refer to your literary terms)? 
 
9. What does Prince Jaron’s real sword symbolize? Explain your answer.  
 
10. What is the symbolic meaning attached to the piece of gold? Create a theme that can be supported by the piece of 

gold. Provide evidence from the text to support your answer (include page number).  
 
11. What major literary shift is noticed in Chapters 43 and 44? Explain the significance.   
 
12. The majority of the story is written from what point of view? Explain how you came to this conclusion.  
 
13. How would the story be different if it was written from third person omniscient point of view?  
 
14. In addition to the central conflict, there are many side conflicts in a story. List three more important side conflicts.  

Be sure to tell who the conflict was between and what type of conflict is present  
 
15. Is the protagonist character static or dynamic? Explain your answer. 
 
16. What is the overall mood of the story? Explain your reasoning. Cite an example to support your answer.  
 
17. What is significant about the switch in point of view in chapters 43 and 44?  

 
 
 
 

 



Quotes 
Directions: Read the following quotes and answer the questions that follow; make sure you tie the significance of the 
quotes with the literary and figurative terminology provided.  

 
18. What does the following excerpt do for the reader? Explain  

 “Conner knelt beside me so that I could see his face. His voice was eerily calm. ‘Latamer was sick, Sage. He 
wasn’t going to get better, and I think he proved a good lesson for the rest of you.  Now you can get up and 
rejoin the other boys, or you can take a wagon ride with Latamer.  It’s your choice.’” 

 
19. How is the author’s use of figurative language effective in the following excerpt? 

“There's an old saying in Avenia that goes, "Just because it's calmer than a hailstorm doesn't mean it's calm.”  
 

20. Based on the following excerpt, what character traits best describe Conner?  Based on the evidence 
provided, explain why you chose this specific trait.  “Conner pressed both hands flat on his desk as he leaned 
toward me. ‘What I want, Sage, is for you to bend to my will. If I tell you to jump from a cliff, I want you to 
jump.’” 
 

21. What is the significance tied to this quote? What can the reader learn from these words? "’My father [King 
Eckbert] said a person can be educated and still be stupid, and a wise man can have no education at all’" 
(Chapter 6, p. 37). 

 
22. What type of figurative language is present in the following excerpt?  What was the author’s intended 

purpose behind this excerpt?  
 “’You will know the Prince Jaron by one sign alone. He will give you the humblest of rocks and tell you it's 
gold.'" 
 

23. The following quote uses what method of characterization to develop Jaron? What method is used to 
characterize Conner? Explain your rationale for your answers.  In addition to characterization, what other 
literary method is present through the excerpt?   “There was only one person in the room that failed to kneel. 
Bevin Conner stood at the back of the room, frozen. I walked into the crowed, which stood and magically 
parted before me.” 
 

24. In terms of character development, explain the significance of the following dialogue between Jaron and 
Mott.   "The closer we come to the moment, the more I [Prince Jaron] see every defect in my character that 
caused my parents to send me away in the first place." 
"From all I'm told [Mott], the prince they sent away was selfish, mischievous, and destructive. The king who 
returns is courageous, noble, and strong." 

 
PLOT 

25. List each element of plot in order (as listed below). Describe/explain what happens during each part of the 
plot in the novel.  A falling action or denouement may or may not be present.  If it is not, just write N/A.   
• 1. Exposition 
• 2. Inciting Incident 
• 3. Rising Action 
• 4. Climax 
• 5. Falling Action 
• 6. Resolution 
• 7. Denouement 
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